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Celebrating 40 Years  

1981- 2021 

FROM OUR CHAIRMAN... 

Augustï 
September 2021  

Welcome to the summer edition of our 

newsletter. 
 

This has been a busy time at the 

museum, with good visitor numbers every 

Wednesday and Sunday.  Highlights have 

included a visit by World War Two military 

vehicles and classic cars, which brought 

192 visitors.  Another high point was two 

school parties from an Ipswich Primary 

School.  This was their first field trip since 

the lockdown began in Spring 2020, so 

they were very excited and enjoyed their 

time with us.  The new childrenôs trails 

have been very popular with our younger 

guests.  There is a version for older 

children, one for primary age, and a 

treasure hunt for any who just want to 

look for specific exhibits as they walk 

around. 
 

As life returns to something near normal, 

we are also receiving requests to give 

talks and host group visits. There are 

also frequent requests for information 

from our Archivist, most often about 390
th
 

veterans. 

The Watch Office at the top of the Tower 

and new Exhibition Hall are proving very 

popular.  Many thanks to Patrick Bowyer, 

who has put together the introductory film 

about the British Resistance 

Organisation. 
 

We are grateful to all those who have 

donated to the museum.  In particular, the 

funding from Moller Foundation continues 

to give us the security of knowing that we 

can meet ongoing costs and invest in 

improving our exhibitions.  Two grants 

administered by East Suffolk District 

Council for the Collaborative 

Communities Board have been of great 

assistance with the additional cost of 

COVID precautions. 
 

Once again, we are indebted to the time 

given by our hard working volunteers.  

Trip Advisor includes lots of praise for 

their friendly welcome and knowledge. 
 

If you have not yet been able to visit us, 

we hope to see you soon! 

Peter Senior  
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Despite the threatening skies, 
we had a good turn out to see 
this impressive display of 
WWII vehicles.  

Thanks to all those who 
brought their superb vehicles 
along.  

 

   

Military Vehicles Display  
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Our thanks to Kevin Drain for  reproducing a  
digital set  of  high resolution logos for us.  We 
have already used these on 3 new  designs of 
mugs for the museum and have other new 
merchandise in the pipeline.  
 
Thanks also to Kevin 
for organising and 

comp¯ring the recent online 390th 
Friend and Family get-together. 
Representatives from Parham very 
much enjoyed the event.  
 

 

FROM OUR SHOP  

We are pleased to offer these large 

signed Liberty Belle photo prints for sale 

in our gift shop and online via Ebay. 

They are limited editions and each has 

been signed by the photographer.  
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FORTY YEAR FLASHBACK  

 

It seems fitting to focus on one of the Museumôs 

longest standing volunteers as part of our 40 Year 

Commemorations.  Mick Tipple has been involved 

with the museum since the initial Control Tower 

restoration period and has welcomed hundreds of 

visitors including many Veterans and 

descendants over the years.  

 

I was born on the 7
th of
 December 1936 on a farm 

in Felixstowe, Suffolk, where my Dad worked. 

From an early age I took an interest in aircraft, as 

once the 8
th
 USAAF arrived in England, 

Felixstowe was one of the exit points of the going 

and coming back from missions. 

Like all kids I was forever bringing home 

souvenirs that had been dropped by aircraft, 

British, American or German.  You could start 

another war with the souvenirs that my Dad 

buried in our back yard! 

The war didnôt seem to bother me much, living on 

a farm the rationing of food items was bad for 

some, but we always had plenty to eat. 

In 1955 National Service was still in operation, so 

I enlisted in the 

RAF Regiment for 

five years regular 

service and then 

five years on a 

reserve squadron.   

After my RAF 

service I joined 

the Royal Mail, 

where I stayed for 

35 years. 

It was during this 

time that I got involved in óDigsô excavating 

crashed World War II aircraft.   

Ron was putting together a team to refurbish the 

wartime Control Tower on Parham Airfield.   

 

 

 

It wasnôt an easy task, as there were no funds 

available like there are today.  I spent a lot of time 

scraping the flaking paint off the walls and ceilings 

and then repainting inside and out, but it was 

worth it. 

The father of the 

390
th
, Percy 

Kindred, was also a 

great motivator to 

get things done, as 

at last someone 

was recognising 

óHis Boysô. 

During my 45 years 

with the Museum, a 

lot of water has 

flowed under the 

bridge.  The 

Museum has had 

its ups and downs.  It has always picked itself up 

and recovered, proving that no one is greater than 

the museum, although they think they might be!! 

In my time here I have been on the committee 

serving in several  positions and I think the only 

positions I have not held are Secretary and 

Treasurer.  My eldest daughter is also a volunteer 

at the Museum, so she is keeping up the family 

tradition. 

With our President, Peter Kindred and his family 

keeping a watchful eye on the Museum, the future 

looks good.  It is a pity that more of the younger 

generation do not get involved, then they would 

appreciate what the USAAF and Allied Air Forces 

did for them. 

 

 

 

ñLike all kids, I was forever 

bringing home souvenirs that 

had been dropped by aircraftò    
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 RECENT REVIEWS  

Since we have been re-open we have received some great reviews via Trip 

Advisor. Here are some of your comments:  

ñAmazing museum with very kind, enthusiastic and knowledgeable staff. With lots of very 

interesting things to see in the museum would definitely recommend visiting.ñ 

ñThis is a fascinating and unspoilt place, featuring the history of the airfield during the Second 

World War when home to four US squadrons, plus a history of the British resistance movement 

(if Britain had been invaded). The volunteers on site know their subject inside out, and are happy 

to talk to you about anything in the displays or about the airfield (and also will leave you to 

ponder the wonderful displays by yourself if you prefer). An excellent children's quiz engaged the 

kids, whilst the memorial was moving and humbling. Even more amazing, the visit was free, 

although we were very happy to leave a good donation for the preservation of its history. Highly 

recommend. ñ 

/ƭƛŎƪ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿ ƻǳǊ ¢ǊƛǇ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊ ǇŀƎŜΥ  ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦǘǊƛǇŀŘǾƛǎƻǊΦŎƻΦǳƪκ!ǧǊŀŎǝƻƴψwŜǾƛŜǿ-
Ǝмусоут-Řупроуфт-wŜǾƛŜǿǎ-ƻǊмл-tŀǊƘŀƳψ!ƛǊŬŜƭŘψaǳǎŜǳƳ-

²ƻƻŘōǊƛŘƎŜψ{ǳũƻƭƪψ9ŀǎǘψ!ƴƎƭƛŀψ9ƴƎƭŀƴŘΦƘǘƳƭ 

We are very pleased to now 

be welcoming school visits 

to the museum again.   

Our new childrenôs quiz 

activity booklets are  very 

popular and its nice to see 

children dashing around 

looking for answers.  

Younger Visitors Return 
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 A painting on the Wallé 

Regular readers of the newsletter will be aware 
that a small group of volunteers (nicknamed 
óThe Old & Coldô ï as we are old, and it always 
feels cold in the Control Tower!) have 
continued with maintenance and upgrading 
work at the museum in compliance with the 
Government COVID regulations. 

Part of that work has included reframing and 
refurbishing artwork and posters- often 
repositioning them to more appropriate 
locations within the museum if appropriate 
(weôve got quite adept at filling redundant 
screw holes and creating new ones!). 

The painting appears to be an oil work on canvas measuring 41 cm by 51 cm (or 16 
inches by 20 inches in old money). It was looking a bit sorry for itself ï the frame was a 
little tatty, the artwork dusty - so off it came for some loving care and attention. 

If you study the painting, the Fortress could either be approaching you as if preparing to 
land - the position of the wing flap on the left suggests that; or it could be flying into the 
distance on to its next mission. 

The frame has a small plaque on the bottom which, after some gentle cleaning 
revealed the clear wording óIn memory of our lost comradesô. The signature of the artist 
was also quite clear when the artwork was given a sympathetic clean, as seen below. 

Once removed from the wall it was found to have a faded 
ink inscription on the back reading ï óPainted by and 
presented to 390

th
 B.G. Museum by Paul Argenio veteran 

of 35 missions with the 390
th
 B.G. 569 Squadron, 1944ô. 

Worthy of a bit of research we thought ï so the details 
were passed to Jennie Smith our archivist to investigate. 

Above, draft card issued to all service men 
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 Though we couldnôt pin down when the painting was presented to the museum, 
Jennie established that Paul was 19 years of age when he entered the USAAF in 
April 1943, completing his active service in May 1945. He served with 569 
Squadron of the 390

th
 Bomb Group at Parham as a ball turret gunner having 36 

missions recorded to his credit ï not 35 as the inscription states.  

His first mission from Parham was on 11
th
 May 1944 to Liege Belgium, and his last 

was on 15
th
 August 1944 to Venlo in Holland.  Just four months to complete all of 

those raids. He flew missions over France, Belgium, Romania, Poland, Holland as 
well as numerous missions over Germany itself including Berlin, Schweinfurt, 
Stuttgart, Merseburg and Kiel.  

It appears he flew in five B17ôs ï including 42-31512 ï óIce Cold Katieô, which 
tragically crashed on 2

nd
 June 1944 at Grundisburgh killing all crew on board ï 

clearly, Paul wasnôt a crew member that day. 

After the war it seems Paul became quite an accomplished artist, as mentioned in 
the Sunday Dispatch newspaper article (published in Pittston, Pennsylvania on 11

th
 

September 1988) below. Some of his art is displayed in the 390
th
 Bomb Group 

museum in Tucson, Arizona. 

Our painting has had its frame repaired and 
varnished and, given the wording on the 
attached plaque, it has been decided to relocate 
it to the more appropriate surroundings of the 
museum chapel.  

Steve Smith  

Jennieôs research also revealed these 

documents. 


