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Celebrating 40 Years  

1981- 2021 

FROM OUR CHAIRMAN... Winter 2021  

Welcome to our Christmas newsletter. 

We hope you enjoy reading it as much as 

our volunteers have enjoyed being busy at 

little old Parham! 

Given the enforced late start to last 

season we had a good year.  People were 

keen to see what had been achieved 

during lockdown.  A total of 2,871 visitors 

came through the doors, including 516 

children.  Parties coming by special 

arrangement included four classes of 

primary age children and we are in 

discussion with additional schools for 

next year.  The curriculum for that age 

group includes the Second World War.  

Teachers are keen to relate events to what 

happened locally, which is exactly the 

intention in our new displays.  We have 

also given illustrated talks to several local 

organisations, which have been well 

received. 

Last month we held our customary 

Christmas Party for volunteers.  This was 

a popular and successful event, especially 

since our last one was two years ago.  We 

all enjoyed John Curtisôs Square J 

Christmas cake.  

 

Thanks are due to all those who work so 

hard to operate and improve our 

museum, whether it be welcoming 

visitors or working behind- the-scenes.  

However, we do need to recruit more 

people who are keen to share the work.  

Can you help? Please get in contact if 

you would like to know more or offer 

your services.  

Thanks too for the various donations 

received, many of them unsolicited.  

Without these we would not be able to 

continue our mission to tell people about 

the heroic sacrifices made between 1939 

and 1945.  

Our regular ñOld nô Coldsò working 

parties have resumed.  Routine 

maintenance occurs every Wednesday 

and often on Sundays too.  We also have 

several improvement projects in hand.   
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The entrance corridor to the new building will have new wall displays on a 
Home Front theme.  The old BRO store in the chapel area is being refurbished, 
as are our displays about the Liberty Belle and our section on German air 
defences.  The RAF room includes a 20 mm Hispano cannon from a Mosquito 
and parts of another:  these have been conserved and even look a little shiny!  

Construction work has begun to add storage for the jeep to the new building.  It 

will include storage space for artefacts, especially those from the replica 

Operational Base that cannot be left underground over winter.  At the time of 

writing, we have a steel frame, some brick work and a concrete base.  The store 

will be a secure, modern building and even have underfloor heating. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We plan to open the new cinema for 2022 and will 

improve the ventilation to make this possible.  The 

room now includes a set of original Ministry of 

Information fundraising posters.  They were 

displayed around local villages early in the War and 

some are now very rare. 

Plans for next year include the official opening 

ceremony for our new Exhibition Hall on Saturday 14th May.  Special guests will 

be invited for 10.30 and the museum will open to the public at 1pm.  We will 

have a display of military vehicles and possibly some other attractions, so, watch 

this space! 

We wish you all a happy festive season, which will hopefully be with your loved 
ones.  Best wishes for the new year too.  If you have been unable to visit us 
recently, we hope to welcome you next year.  We all hope that 2022 will be a bit 
less challenging than 2021! 

Peter Senior  
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 REMEMBRANCE DAY 2021 

Our volunteers were joined by RAF 

cadets, officers and the chaplain 

from Framlingham College for a 

short service of Remembrance on 

11th November.  
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Four Corners  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above left, the road to Headquarters showing hoops used to 

keep military vehicles on the road, and above right the same 

view today. Interestingly, the apple tree at the top of this 

drive, shown on the right,  is believed to have grown from 

the pip of an apple core discarded by one of the men of the 

390th.  The apples have been taken for identification but 

the apple experts had no idea as to the mix of varieties. 

Regardless of their variety, we always remember those in 

the 390th when we eat them.  

 

 

Left, this red Oak was 

planted at Four Corners 

in May 1995 when a 

group of 390th 

Veterans retuned to 

Parham.  The American 

veterans all brought 

little bags of soil from 

their home states to 

scatter around the tree 

as it was planted.    
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Above, our replica hoops lead to the Moller Building and 

Exhibition Hall. Above, right, two original hoops from Four 

Corners were used to create this flower bed outside the Control 

Tower.  Thanks to Gerry Senior for maintaining the bed.  

Airbase 

Hoops  

 

Another view 

of Four 

Corners- then 

and now.  
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 The 390thôs Norden Bombsight Vault 

 

The Norden Bombsight Vault, situated 

near the Operations Block, was a key 

building on the base.  It provided 

strongly built secure storage plus 

facilities for servicing the bombsights.  

After the war the vault was converted 

into a bungalow and became the first 

home of Peter and Kath Kindred.  It is 

now a rental property on the farm and 

a 

room 

is being added.   

390th Bombsight Department with their mascot  

A technician outside the 390th Norden Vault.  

The building is now a three bedroomed bungalow.  

 

 

 

I took some photographs of the 

doorway that has been cut in the 

external wall.  

Breaking through was very difficult 

and specialist, heavy equipment had 

to be used!  The dense, blast resistant 

brickworkôs cavity was filled with 

cement, as the photos show.  There 

were also rods and heavy wire of 

twisted steel, placed vertically.  Please 

excuse the white background the 

photos show in the doorway, which is 

the modern insulation added when 

the vault became a home. 

It took a lot of work to cut this doorway! Note the steel rods set 

in the foundations.   Brickwork cavity walls showing cement  

filler .  
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Why was all this considered necessary?   

The Norden Bombsight was treated as highly secret 

and after each mission the sights were taken from the 

B17s under guard and locked in this purpose-built 

building.  We now know that the British had a similar 

device and Nazi intelligence knew all about it.  At the 

time, the fear was that the sightôs secrets might be of 

assistance to the enemy.  Perhaps a daring raid by 

Nazi paratroopers or ñFifth Columnistsò would try to 

break in and steal an example, or an accurate air raid 

might wipe out the 390thôs stock and ruin some 

planned missions.  

How the building was used: 

The Group was allocated about 70 

Norden Sights.  They were 

maintained by a team of 22 skilled 

technicians, who worked two shifts 

so the delicate equipment could be 

serviced ready for every mission.  

No failure of this essential 

equipment was ever recorded on a 

390th mission.  This record earned 

Capt. John Cochrane, the Group 

Bombsight Officer, a Bronze Star 

medal.  Another team member was 

Lt. Daniel Constant, who was 

commissioned after perfecting a 

bomb release system that increased 

accuracy.  It was adopted 

throughout the 3rd Air Division.  

The maintenance of the related auto

-pilot equipment was directed by 

Capt. Harald Van Horn. 

The private wartime photographs of 
the Norden Bombsite Vault have 
been kindly made available by Dan 
Dunkel, whose father, S/Sgt. Robert 
Dunkel, was one of the bombsight 
technicians.  They were amongst the 
most highly skilled ground crew on 
the base.  

Left, The cartoonistôs take on the 

390th Techniciansô security 

precautions  

Peter Senior  
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 RECENT REVIEWS  
 

5 * Amazing  

When you walk into engine room, it's like stepping back in time, as you can still smell oil and fuel. 
Going again next Sunday. Love, love, love it !!  

 

5 * Fantastic 

I have visited the base twice now coming from Aberdeen - I could spend all day there reading and learning 
from the exhibits and volunteers. A superb museum and so much to learn from stories of the base.  

Nice cafe as well to sit and chat. A must visit when in the area. Bought an airfield map from the very well 
stocked shop and now framed on my wall. Thanks again folks and keep up the great work!  

 

5 * Great Visit for all Ages  

Loved it! Such an interesting place, loads to see. The children were given quizzes which they really enjoyed 
and got a little prize (sweets) at the end. All ages equally enjoyed it. My only disappointment was that we 

didnôt give ourselves enough time to see it all . 

 

 

Christmas at the base  

Above, the 390thôs Christmas card 
from 1945, right, photos from our óBlue 
Bookô . Among the warmest 
experiences of the two Christmas 
seasons spent in England were the 
childrenôs parties sponsored by 390th 
men.  The parties were big events in 
the lives of children who had known 
only barren Yule seasons during four 
years of war.  




