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ReaderMemori es

Paul Bridges, from Crawley, wrote in to tell us how the B17 crash at Gt. Glemham lead to
his existenceé

|l 6ve just been | ooking at your photos of the
for myself. My father (Charles, Phillip Bridges) lived in Great Glemham and when the plane
crashed, he cycled to the crash site. At the same time my mother (Kathleen Mary
Woulnogh), who lived in the row of cottages along Church Hill, Saxmundham, also cycled

to the crash site.

Without this crash my future parents would never had met and married and | would not
exist. My father told me how difficult it was to impress the local girls with the Americans in
the area. My father - like his father A was a slaughter man for the local lord and he couldn't
compete with the cash and glamour of the American soldiers.

One evening he and his friends, couldn't get served in the local pub as it was full of Yanks,
so he threw, a thunder flash in the open fire, which caused mayhem!

My dad had a reserved occupation during the
Myself and my wife are coming to Framlingham this week and, of course, we will be
hunting for the crash site. | am also going to try and find The Wood Yard, Great Glemham,

where my parents lived when they first married.

Do let us know how your visit went Paul, and if you found their house.
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Parham Airfield

Museum

Museum in Parham, Suffolk,

England - Closed
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Thank you for taking the time to review us.

We love reading your comments.
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Donation Boost
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Parham Airfiel -GGiMiuse&umrd Donati ons

Regi stered Charity Number 284146
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On a | ong haul mi ssion (to Berlin)|a

gal l ons of fuel

A gallon of fuel weighs 61 bs, so tHe
12 x 500 | bs. of bombs = 6,000 | bs.
There would be 5,000 rounds of .50 Cal ammunijti
The weight of the .50 Cal machine guns plus oil

the -tkeweight of the aircraft to over 65,000 I
Empty, the aircraft.would weigh 35,000 Mib& Tijppl
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Dambusters Panel

On the nidgmMayofl9¥@/,1719 Lancaster Bombers of 617 Squ
the great dams of Western Germany with mines.

On the way to the targets, the Lancaster of Pilot O
Zee which wrenched off the mine and damaged two engi
G AJ. H) was hit by flak over Holl and knocking out t

This | eft seventeen aircraft to attack the dams.
The Museum is very privileged to have a Panel of the

The Lancaster i nvol ved was ED 925/ G AJ. M, fl own by
damaged by flak over Dul men causing damage to the p
injured the -Frloynitn gGunfnfeircer Geor ge Gr e3georrgye, a ntth el oWinr el
t he PHIlioght Lieutenant John Hopgood received a head

Despite this setback Flight Lieutenant d@owasHbphgosedc
to attack the Moehne Dam at a speed df a2i3rOc rmapfht awads a
which ruptured a fuel tank, setting the port engine

Due to difficultie&, athermaifne was Hepgasedd | ate and t
exploded on the power house bel ow.

Hopg&odaircraft flew through the blast, which caused
height to 500 feet and three of the c¢r ew-Fnhaynangge dOftfa
Gregory, Theil BloimphtAi h@ergeant James FirRisleat afdf itcheer Rle
Unfortunately, the front gunner died of wounds,

John Vere Hopgood had already completed a tour of 30

The crash site | ocated between the Towns of Soest ar
mid to | ate 1980s. Since then, an autobahn (A44/ ES3
commemorating those who died has been placed as near
Mr . Chris Scholtens from Har kstede Groningen in the
museum.
The Moehne and Eder Dams were destroyed. The Sor pe
One ED 825/ GI' Cwase df |IAdwn by drwl Agéti caruPielnant Joe M
who joined the Royal Canadi an Ai

' flown by Flight Sergeant Kenneth
" Force, flying ED 918/ G Coded A
~damaging the dam.

To attack the Sorpe they had to
mi nes.

of t he 17 Lancasters t hat atta
resulting in 54 airmen killed in

Leftin September 2021, Mr . Mer v
print of an original painting by
Artists) showing Fli@ghtabicagt en:
t he Moehne Dam.
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AIRMAN OF THE MONTH
SEPTEMBER

CHARLES FREDERICK MCINTOSH
17 OCTOBER 1916 1 10 SEPTEMBER 1944

Charles was born in California. He enlisted i1
Pil ot . Charles flew 36 combat mi ssions from St

On t'Veptember Charles -3vhs&pmd dokthdo mmyg ss/i@nN42187 to
target at 1110 hrs, A/ C 134 received a direct
set on fire. The aidr coraacfkt, fdlriopmpe ch go werr aa g hitt do
| at er . Two chutes were reported seen. Three o
including Charl es.

Charl es i s Lbourrriacidnei nAmehrei can Cemetery, France.
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SANTA ANA, CALIFORNIA
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AIRMAN OF THE MONTH
OCTOBER

ANTON JOHN KOHLER

6 NOVEMBER 1910 I 8 OCTOBER 1943

Anton, was born in St. Loui s, Mi ssour i and enl i :
ball turret gunner and flew 14 missions from Sta
On 8 October, Ant on-3 Wa3®l,aobooda rQlu tS0EC&R 4w stsi bh 20
Ger many. Over the target flak knocked out engi
l osing altitude rapidly. During the bomb run, /
shot down an enemy fighter.

According to his crew mates who survived, Anton
enabled him to bail out easier than anyone el se
burst of flak directly over the target. It is b
Anton is buried in the Ardennes American Cemeter

rt -~ 4 ‘. v
VE ANSWES AND THATHHEL ASETRUE. v 74
SRR Tafile
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AIRMAN OF THE MONTH
NOVEMBER

FRANCIS T VERFURTH
Fort Senuth, Ack.

FRANCIS THEODORE VERFURTH
22 JANUARY 1916 I 30 NOVEMBER 1944

Francis was born in Fort Smith, Arkansas and en
as a Navigator and flew 22 missions from Statio

On t3November Francis was aboaB868dhe ®B@miudmiPPEi oani

Mer seburg, Ger many. The aircraft was hit by f|
hrs. It collided with A/ C 407 and caught fire
when it hit the ground. The entire crew | ost t
Francis is buried in the Ardennes American Ceme
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