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PARHAM Wi nt 2022/
Airfield Museum

Our volunteer working pa

FROM OUR CHAI RI\/IANt-he-close of the season

_ _ and various other i mpro
't is my pleasure to intpedeee cﬁu@@np&@r:{a§@05edlbhli(p@i
newsletter for 2023. I BaRei higatc WYadu eMmage® beRBc

to enjoy a fun and relaxging nGhrisHtePa | S€FE08n Wi d
friends and family despitn@alshi¢2e, Chanlilcthn %airNed it dne
2022 was very busy and s@ce€é&s&8fulerfaor tMoer rrﬂJXsae_rOprﬁ.
We continue to receive viadtWelusnawnhavenan oaddiunic
and artefacts, which arep&lecamésongelt ®ome&l P PH &V

items will work their wapeditNt 8e®d86én VAII PUS oIS Ml
once they have been acceggphpne€dopaht FeABMI ISR A SRy
becoming an i ssue despitrgavoeuragraeicnenvtilsyitcson?prloenqenq
new building! We have recently recruit
|t was a pleasure to wellWwtmemaoroe nyamuyl dv jbse tveelsc orm
year, a total of 5101 iw®Uud&idmg hebp ehifaneput

new nmsienrii Masboérs oafs telxep eth®®dd Mmay be interested in
generate yet more interegtpjgppRightNigeumpewhpnnzli
has been released. Durj gy ;t hgheneage®n wive; hagai
organised parties from t@fjje jMugrew m, Opfj ctjhees Minghtcy
Eighth in Savannah, Geopgi er AP AmMitnhge Mati P als
Museum of World War Two gpokgWwtPolnel@déa.nel hifdreni r
groups are accompanied bye|Plofee sd Pthiad s psatnmd f ) k 21nd

an historian. It is ggreay stotme €RaOVi nfe WRVELP
relationship wi t h such mu s eums and we | ook
forward to further jointPh?@isgctcs{).nt'l\‘u§spetcoi aheetpr
us i s when the relativess’oi"’”veettehrI ®n n\e/\llvsll?t__ter w
whdlu 1 U S k3% oV 'r¥% clei ve th
A recent special openingtowvaesntfear eanas maldlet gr bspo
fil mmaker s, who wanted tWetggﬁdaogpoq}els?(”ﬂmiasthe%h
British Resistance area ﬂ%?yei’E‘opé‘EEiFth?roPU%oDeJ
Operational Base. They ar e at t he detail ed
preparation stage and wish to make the iIitems use

in the film as realistic as possible. Peter S




o) st

Foll owing 77 years of farming and drainin
t hat the construction of a sol ar par k roe
unexploded bombs before work could begin.

The initial survey comprised a test run w
pressure vehicle which plotted over 2000 |
of these were then excavated using met al

|l nvol ved two hydraulic diggers and a team
site.
It i s not surprising that no unexploded b

as broken bits of farm equi pment, on many
\ wer e di scovered. They al so

bullets along with fl are <ca
¥-ammunition boxes and many e
bull ets were taken away for
| ooking into selling some o
photo) | atékeiep @hme eyeamut
and on our eBay store if yc

own piece of 390th history.

Photo above, in top left corner
were used by aircraft crews with wounded on boarc

Abov l eft, mor e i t ems t hat wer e f

foreground.

Mi ddI| e-umhdeetragr ound el ectric cable joir

Above right, six plastic dummy spark plugs were

corrosion aM®ROTEK ®ami&t hem. Does anyone know an)
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|t seems that pits were dug beside the |

repaired, so that small pieces of wrecka
pits gave us an interesting glimpse intc
pieces of aircraft alumini um, broken pip
an engine cylinder valve complete with
i ncluded two old lorry tyresdudrwyd sa&ctuanit
Regrettably, no maj or parts from a B17

pieces of equipment were buried after tl
under a conservation pine ®r @arpgl aadt &thieo
treasures will remain hidden.

Above, some of the inta-§
besides the hardstandiny”
aftershave.

Above, front 100s of
Live ones had to be
To the rear of the ph
mess tin and mug.

On the casing of weach
Most seem to be 5L 45:
M 43 , 5 M 43, 5

Does anyone have any
what these codes mean

Pet er Ki
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The Highs and Lows of Hardst

This hardstand was part of a dispersal compl ex @
peri meter track between runway 10 (main) and rou
hardstands were udé&d asxdlIlgnsidBeloyp tlByguB 8B o mb3 G0 oup

The |'ife and times of hardstand 13 are typical of
Period SgdBerial ChdBame Comment s

7/ 436/ 12/%89 BS4230348CN Royal FGmuswhp original . Ml
1/ 42/ 6/ 44569 BS4231512CGCH Il ce Cold Katie Crashed
6/ 44/ 8/ 44569 BS446099 CGCH No known name CAT. E 1/

8/ 4480/ 11/%649 BS4338053CCWNo known MhamsaoOo/ 11/ 44
1/ 496/ 45 569 BS4338663CCMThe Great RBMtGrnedg to US J

Airmen were superstitious about the number 13.
performed certain rituals before Dbtamdbdiang otplee adiin
12A. By lookingl&atopbeafangeg obtittbe Bardstand 13,

Hi story of aircraft assigned to hardstand 13:
B17 F3M®48 CodMdn&m@ed Royal FIl ush

FI own sthhy William Royal and Crew. Thi s aircraft
Framlingham from the US in July 1943.

l'ts first mission was sfLtow®yahewhe¢ ofi2/f8f 481 wi kimod
Over the target a falling bomb al most severed the
was unscathed and # 348 returned to base. A r emi
Crew #13 completed their operational -3t0B8uWr8 (218 nmif:
13. This was taBd,i rasltt hfoourg ht htehi39 0 ec ¢ciLd IGa AV t&a r3ioie
BS crew who completed 25 missions on the same day
The day-80847 4®ere numbered, and on 16/ 12st14t3 llaarke
Gi || and crew to abandon the aircraft befor®&. the

Royal F near August

having ¢

mi ssions

one m

abort

The crew

hardst a

Sgt Jam

seen on

the Pld

USAAF

Right,

is to t

this si

been ed

VL! William A. Royal, right, Fortress pllot, con
gratulated his nd crew chief, T/iSgt. JC. Burton
» excelle N he is doing.

LNl ool
TECHNIC SITE
s \ Ny \ (4 S
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next B17 to occupy har-8s5addcadletva@€@CBAEAMed 4

—
>
- O

Kati e.
Arriving in January 1944 this aircraft flew its
h a been credited with 32 sorties, being |l ovingl

Iy, oMl 9MUNn e wh i l-cep eorna tai onnoanl flight tdl csd o@oldd |
|l ided with a tree and crashed at 1143 hours
amongst th&heéeehuflhtatoty esf. this aircraft wi

—
=y
oo ~+d® S0 O »w—a aQ—

Th third r esi6d0e9ndt GCroadsHddHAGB S 3'IBDG No known name
aircraft arrived at Station 153 in the wear
hardstand 13 (based on codes, |l osses and vacan
confirm this.
Th aircraft made its operational debut on 5/ 6/
unt il German flak gunners isMugucsted9ddvarnre Thamas
Bl evens nut%ethabkst® the UK [ anding at t he eme
where it was cl assed cattéAguagruys tE 1894 .sallvta ghead dn
Arriving in Aug3u8s0t5 31 9b4edc,amle3 t he penul ti mate occu
W 56WBS
Th aircraft flew its first mission on 9/9/ 44 t
On 30/11/44 during a mission to the in8ambidsreg
flak hits in the nose area just after bsolmb sR oabweal
Torrance was badly wounded
After the war the survivors statetdtthdorthagepw
the controls to make it possible for five crew
gunner . The aircraft crashed at Grosskarna, 10
five ®, Ot We air crarhits smasn omi tih sn®3turn backs.
After the -B865306n48he 30/11/ 44 the vacant har ds
4328247 Cod®d 889 during December 1944.
Al t hough i ts principal di sper sal wa s hardstand
mai ntenance with oil residues being burnt off or
During a mission to oil plants in the Hamburg a
which resulted in a wing fire and subsequent exrg
of Harburg, Ger many. T héel tp iWaoltt eorf Mohniist .ai rkcirvaef t
action and fouw. belhaneaiPr Or.aMt was on its eighth
On 1/ 1/ 45 the fiH1&gl GoX&BHDIHANCoEBHIdS5 EBS, was del i\
Station 153, Framlingham.
It quickly went to war flying its first mi Sssi on
43 missions its war was over as Ger many s ur flehned
Great McBBumityg the first week of May 1945 #633 |
peopl e, before returning tthoe ctehneb erS AL 9 4n5 ,J uTnhee 1@r4ef
to the desert scrapyard of Ki ngman, Ari zona, w h
produce valuable materi al for peacetime reconstr
After the war concrete hardcore was i n much demz:
runways, peritracks and hardstands on for mer wz¢
Hardstand 13 survived, unlike its i mmediate neigg

Mervyn Wilson and |
Visitors can still see Hardstand 13
the glass roof of the Contr ol
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Opening Tr anfsmrcatioppmy ooff A Mi ssi on I
I n this episode we have come to Parham Airfielln
Airfield Museum was Stat@odedbB8attedamionghem38aadt
the 95th Bomb Group was here initially for a COII
Wed e standing outside& twwoend@arfturldly Tpawveere.r vietd, am
done a great ®baowi ®dy halimd day in October in r
here painting the railings and i mproving the pl a
the other aviatorsé&wlo rfeladw yf reomclaen e Iptl ace a'
Museums in East Anglia without a doubt.
This airfield in its peak would -h@3veé&l peag R anee
going to talk about how you get al/l of those p
ready to go on the bombing mission.-1A6,i bst ahbs djl
i's not going to be flying, its going to be wund
coming back and needing to be replaced.
Weob e going to be talking about the &anautsotmyalolf sau:
in the sky. That mi s s iiotnh eh atsa rggoett tsoe | keec t fear, magtatt
forecast o f t he weather, the crewing of t he ai™
choreographed together to get them |ined up on g
the air, go to the right pl ace at the right tl
scattered across East Anglia going to their tar
S@ w& e come into téhe snuasrdimng Wensi de t he entrani
i nformation panel about the 390th Bomb p&rrau po.f Irl1
Di vision, one of the | ater Bomb Groups. You <ca
pl aateasi | s wiitthhea 1llsdt tAarr Division was a triangl
Sqguare J. The 390th d&®BtihsedH60dbr SJOadhr amg j
t hey would have had 12 aircraft per squadron an
targets, you would fly in elements of three, fI'
four squadrons and they make a group. Al t hough
aircraft here on the dispersal . iTthhe® t3t9n0et hw aGr otuhp
go about it it malkey dbsdlkuveat seéewowse he way roy

Groups make wup
Air Divisions t

a Combat Wing, and then 3 to 5 C[
h Bomb

Il n the whole time that the 390th are her e, WLh?iscI
0 .
1
h

at belong to 8th Air Force

[
are allocated t t hds t Bembna@ihtslugiyo rfSlyyoluckeuw rei ng t h
raids and drop 9,059 tonnes of ordnance. But tg
another 17 whic crash |
or Mi ssing in Action, and 731 tdakanhelrli sohea by
credited with destroiywaedd 3Iakeendmy aNiirtdwraaftpinI
confusion about different gunners firing at aircgc

and in the&UK. |IThatf gearmr

Two notable Distinguished Unit Citations, one f
and costliest raids of the war for the 8th AirHf
They are credited with destroying the most Gerh

enemy aircraft on the raid on Munster in Octobe
wer e stiiSlglt . alHiewe t t Dunn, the first and only mai
survive. quhate an achievement when you think tha

mi ssions was a 1 @ nddne hiamcfoumntdi mes over! I

h__________________
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AIRMAN OF THE MONTH
DECEMBER

PAUL CLARENCE ROBERTS

10 JANUARY 1910 I 25 DECEMBER 1944
Paul was born in Mitchell, Il ndi ana and enliste
gunner and flew 23 missions from Station 153.
On Christmas Dag328Udndd CBMMbsk elplar t in missi
Mor scheid Bridge, Ger many. The plane took a d
in pieces. The A/ C then peeled off to the rigl
dive, then went into a | oose then tight spin.
Paul is buried in the Mount Hope Cemetery, Chioc
A

- N
All of our Airmen of the Month can be f

Faces of mhrt &@é lem di spl ay in the

Chapel Room at the Museum.

Ri ghtlenni e Smith undertook a huge res
project to produce this tribut
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