21N
PARHAM
Airfield Museum

NEWSLETTER

IN THIS EDITION

e VIP 80 Year D Day Visitors

More ‘Airmen of the Month’

Successful School Trips

African American Contribution to
the USAAF

390th Airman Eugene Peterson
Operational Diary

Roger Wilson Memorial Run

A link between BRO and 390th BG?

Proud to be a 2024 essrwres
Travel Iers, ChOice Researching my Grandfather's secret

role as an Auxilier

3

#1 of 34 Things to Do
in Woodbridge

WWW.PARHAMAIRFIELDMUSEUM.CO.UK



http://www.parhamairfieldmuseum.co.uk/
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Attraction_Review-g186387-d8453897-Reviews-Parham_Airfield_Museum-Woodbridge_Suffolk_East_Anglia_England.html
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Attraction_Review-g186387-d8453897-Reviews-Parham_Airfield_Museum-Woodbridge_Suffolk_East_Anglia_England.html
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Attraction_Review-g186387-d8453897-Reviews-Parham_Airfield_Museum-Woodbridge_Suffolk_East_Anglia_England.html

FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF OUR TRUSTEES

Welcome to our newsletter, which gives an overview for
2024. Please accept our sincere apologies for the time that
has elapsed since our last issue. This edition has been
edited by Ann Willis, who kindly offered to help.

You will see that despite the extended silence, we have
been very busy!

The 2024 season was a very good one. More than 5,000
visitors came to see our exhibitions, including 812 children.
Some of these were with the youth organisations and 9
different local schools that visited. We also had several
visits from direct descendants of those who served at
Framlingham in the 390th, which can be very moving
experiences. Our archivist is often able to find some
information about their relative which they have not seen. A
very special visitor was TSgt. Charles "Chuck" Richardson,
veteran and author of 35 Missions to Hell and Back.

NEW We also provide talks to various organisations, and were

rivileged to be invited to address the service men and
FLYING CONTROL P"''ee

women of 493rd Fighter Squadron at RAF Lakenheath,

INSTRUMENT together with their families, as part of D Day
commemorations. We were asked to draw the links between
DISPLAY the mission of defending freedom in 1944 and now.
IN 2024

We continue to give free entry to visitors and rely entirely
on the generous donations of our supporters.

This winter our working group has again been busy. We have

demolished the replica Watch Office on the tower roof, built

Py S RN e . o1 in the late 1970s and past its useful life. A new one is being

I | | ][] created and should be finished when we open again on 6

SRS T TN April. We also continue to improve our displays. Another

00 0O-_ "o 0104 new building and a major acquisition are planned, with
: funding in place.

Watch this space!

Peter Senior




VERY IMPORTANT VISITORS

In early June 2024, a cruise ship tour
organised by the National Museum of WWII
in New Orleans for the 80th anniversary of D
Day brought several special visitors to
Parham. We were privileged to be one of only
two smaller East Anglian airfield museums on &
their itinerary before they sailed on to ==

Normandy to participate in the 80-yearf=>
Commemoration of D Day.

Included amongst the VIP visitors was a
390th veteran, TSgt. Charles “Chuck” -
Richardson, (2 images right) author of the
book 35 Missions to Hell and Back. It was ¥
Chuck’s first visit back. Though he arrived |4
in a wheelchair, Chuck got up out of it [
several times, such was his enthusiasm,
especially as he toured the photo gallery
in the Moller Corridor and started
recognising people and sharing anecdotes
about them.

Ay,

Another special visitor on the anniversary
tour was Dr. John Chupinsky (bottom
right), who as a US Army officer landed in |§
Normandy a few days after D Day.

Both men signed the Veterans’ Wall in the
museum chapel.

D:DAY | \'A‘A'm |
World War II Veterans & Featured Guests Bios [ THE NATIONAL
=== | WWII MUSEUM

ANNIVERSARY C3615E

Dr. John Chupinsky served in the US Army as a fire direction specialist in Company A, 86thChemical
Mortar Battalion. After a brief stay in England, he landed in Normandy across Utah Beach on June 29,
1944, and went into action supporting elements of the USVIII Corps. Over the next nine months,

Chupinsky took part in combat operations in Normandy, Northern France, the Ardennes, the Rhineland,
and Central Europe. In April1945, while supporting the 69th Infantry Division, Chupinsky’s Company A
was one of the first units to meet up with Soviet army infantry forces. By V-E Day, they had pushed all
the way to the Czechoslovakian border. Following the German surrender, Chupinsky remained in Europe
for several months. He returned to the United States in August 1945 and was discharged from the Army
with the rank of Sergeant.



Relatives of Lt
Calvin E Straney

-

On 21st April, we had an
unexpected visit from the
Ott family, above. Gail and
Julie are the daughter and
grand-daughter of Lt. Calvin
E Straney, Missing in Action
over Dusseldorf on 9th
September 1944.

Gail was only 10 months old
and never knew her father.
They stayed all day and were
very interested in all aspects
of PAM.

Visit of Jim Merriott and family

On April 1st, our first open day of the 2024
season, we were delighted to host a visit by Jim
Merriott and family. Jim is a local artist and
author and has been painting since 1973. His
work includes watercolours and sketches of
scenes from all over Britain and Europe. More
recently, he has been painting wartime images of
aircraft and East Anglian airfields including
Framlingham Stn. 153. In addition to painting,
Jim has also published several books, including
his autobiography.

During his visit, Jim kindly donated to the
museum three paintings of B17s from the 390th
BG and some copies of his books, Watercolour
inspirations-Suffolk Summer 2015 and Reach for
the Sky. We are having the pictures framed and
they will be on display very soon. Some of Jim’s
books are now available to be purchased from
our shop.

Jim’s connection with the 390th is that as a little
boy he has clear memories of accompanying his
father in a lorry delivering concrete to the airbase
construction sites, one of which was
Framlingham!



2024 VISITS

Back Row L to R:

Paul A. Vogt, Bombardier: John nmi Gilerest, Pilot: Wesley A. Bretz Jr., Co-Pilot:
Frank nmi Germano. Navigator

Front Row L to R:

Ted F. Wasilkowski, Waist: Eldon L. Kirkpatrick, Tail Gunner: Michael V
Terlizzi, Engineer/ Top Turret: Vernon B. Kellogg, Radio: Robert W. Siegfried Jr..
Ball Turret

GILCREST: MaryAnn and Kathleen, above, daughters of John Gilcrest -
Pilot - 32 missions between 20 Jan 45 and 7 May 45. 28 combat
missions and 4 chowhound (dropping food to the Dutch).

SWINIUCHOWSKI: visiting with Linda Churchman in June, relatives of
Walter Swiniuchowski - Ball Turret Gunner. KIA 10 October 1943 on
his 14th mission.

Standing L to R:

Bertil R. Olson, Engineer/ Top Turret; Virgil B. Ulven, Radio; Walter J.
Swiniuchowski, Ball Turret; Clarence E. Payne, Waist; John W, Danielson, Waist;
Carl F. Spirito, Tail Gunner

Kaeeling L to R:

Wade Hampton Sneed, Pilot; John E. Wenzel, Co-Pilot; Melvin H. Breckenridge,
Navigator; Scott L. Barrows, Bombardier/ Togglier



2024 VISITS
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=+ #" CARUSO: PAM archivist Jennie showed
WS visitor Paul Caruso around the
# chapel/cinema building in July. His
¢ father, Paul J Caruso - Bombardier -
completed 22 missions between 8 May
44 and 16 Aug 44.

ALEXANDER: Bob Alexander,
son of Hayes Alexander,
visited in August. Herbert H
Alexander - Bombardier -
completed 25 missions
between 23 Sept 43 and 13
Feb 44.

HIGHTOWER: Terry Crump, nephew of Ike Hightower, visited in October.
Hightower was co-pilot of the pathfinder plane that was shot down by a
German Messerschmidt as it was about to land at Parham. It crashed at
Great Glemham on the Earl of Cranbrook’s estate on the night of 11-12
April 1944 (below). Of the 12 persons on board 3 were killed. Several
others were badly injured. The plane originated from the 96th BG.




2024 VISITS

‘A constant fear hung over our A POW STORY

heads. The Luftwaffe (German Air  Memoirs of T/SGT Ralph S. Metcalf
Force) oversaw the camp and most Written By: Eric M. Metcalf

of the guards were young men. They
bitterly hated us and constantly
reminded us of the fact, by calling
us swine and making signs as to
cutting our throats.’

Eric Metcalf and his wife visited early
November. His grandfather, T/Sgt
Ralph S Metcalf of the 390th, -
completed 16 missions as a ball turret
and waist gunner. Taken prisoner on 27
May 44. Photograph and quote here
taken from front cover of his memoirs.

MAYS: Mark and Lori Mays with daughter Amanda visited in
September. Mark’s father William M Mays was a waist gunner.
Completed his full quota of 25 missions between 12 Aug 43 and 13
Dec 43. Stayed on at Stn 153 as a trainer.



2024 VISITS

MURPHY: Son and grandsons (pictured in October with Peter
Kindred) of Edward C Murphy - Radio operator. He completed a full
tour of 35 missions from 23 May 44 to 03 Sept 44.

Lt. Clinton N. Jacobsen ,Navigator; Lt. Edward F. Morgan, Bombardier; Lt.
Valdamar A. Cordova, Co-Pilot; Lt. William, J. Harding, Pilot

Bottom Row: Lto R

S/Sgt. William A. Craven, Engineer/Top Turret; Sgt. John J. Ovadal, Tail Gunner;
Sgt. Ralph N. Ross, Ball Turret; S/Sgt. Mario G. LoBue, Radio/Radio Gunner: Sgt.
Vincent J. Plouff, Waist Gunner

OVADAL: In August, the Ovadal family visited. Their relative, John
J Ovadal- Tail Gunner. Taken POW on his 11th mission on 29 Jan
44. He was born on 8 Mar 1924 so was only 19 when captured.

Thank you to all who visited in 2024!



Linking with Lakenheath

On 7th June we were invited by 493rd Fighter Squadron to RAF
Lakenheath. The aim was to share with the young airmen and their
families the link between their role in defending freedom and the
sacrifices of the wartime generation 80 years ago. We set up a
display of photos and artefacts and were given a tour of the base.
The 493rd flew P47 Thunderbolts in World War Two and are now
equipped with the F35, fifth generation stealth fighter. The 48th
Fighter Wing also have F15s at the base.

Peter Senior gave a short presentation, aided by reference to
“Stars and Stripes” for 7th June 1944. A Spitfire and P51 Mustang
had flown in for the event.




AIRMAN OF THE MONTH

JUNE

DONALD SWENEY DOWNIE JR.
03 JULY 1922 — 29 JUNE 1944

Donald was born in Jackson, Mississippi and enlisted into the USAAF on 23 February 1943. He
trained as a ball turret gunner and was killed on his eighteenth mission from Station 153.

On mission 139 to Bohlen Germany, just after they had dropped their bombs, flak took out
#2 engine, 3 bit later #3 engine was lost due to a break in a fuel line. Then #1 engine failed
just before reaching the Dutch coast. The plane ditched into the North Sea remaining afloat
for 10 minutes allowing all the crew to take to the 2 life rafts with only minor cuts and bruises.

Air Sea rescue launch HSL2551 from Gorleston was sent to rescue the crew. The launch took
the crew onboard and headed back to England. A JU88 then attacked the launch setting it on
fire, killing Donald, wounding 2 others and also killing 4 of the HSL crew.

Donald is remembered on the Tablets of the Missing at the Cambridge American Cemetery.
He was 21.
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EDUCATING THE
NEXT GENERATION

An important part of our mission
is to make history relatable for
young people, to enable them to
touch and feel the past and make
a connection with it: what it’s like
to wear a tin hat or heavy uniform
or to hold an old telephone to

their ear.

Visiting primary school children
are also often treated to a WWII
era entertainment: a traditional
Punch & Judy Show. Puppet
performances are offered free to
PAM by volunteer and retired
scout leader Pat Plant.

b

™ Above,

from
Primary

children

Wickham  Market

- School enjoyed learning more

local history.

Left, Morland Primary

“ i students from Ipswich also

experienced a traditional
Punch & Judy Show.
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Dear all at Parham Alrfield Museum,

Having just retumed from another successful visit to Parham Airfield Museum, we wanted to express our
thanks to everybody for facllitating us (especielly in such great numbers!), making us welcome and teaching the
pupils a graat deal. June is an exceptionally busy month for you and we appreciate your volunteers who turmed
out on consecutive days - whilst managing to maintain their enthusiasm to the end. The pupils had to attend
lessons when we retumed to school but noted down their thoughts on the minibus journey:

Thank you for having our school and giving us a fun and educating trip out. | learned lots of new things and
enjoyed trying things on.

Iwilltry 1o find out how you show a gap batween words in morse code. Thank you.

Ioved trying on the uniforms.

Thank you Peter for showing my group around and making it enjoyable.

I liked Pat because he et us touch things (1)

lam going to come here with my Grandad in the summer holiday.

Thank you for a worthy and engaging tour of the airfield. | thoroughly enjoyed it and would come again.

Thank you for teaching us lots of interesting facts including how long the Secret Army was intended to survive
for.

You answered all of our questions

I enfoyed how realistic it was and I feit like | was there in the war. | really sppreciated all the information you
gave to me and my group.

We found people on the board who died on 6 June 1944, It's amazing that Parham was playing its part in D-Day. |
liked the weapons and explosives best.

I liked the view from the roof. The runway was so big. I can imagine watching planes flying off to Germany.
Are you sure they don't get paid, Miss?

Our old man knew everything about the war

I didn’t know what 8 POW was. | liked the little desk with the lift that goes up.

| could have compiled a similar list of staff comments since they were all positive and intending to come back
with family over the summer. A donation will be winging its way to you as soon as the finances are finalised.

With grateful thanks to you all,
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On 25th May, the 398th Bomb Group, based at Nuthampstead in
Hertfordshire, commemorated the 80th anniversary of their arrival at
the base. A service of thanksgiving was held before descendants and
visitors.
PAM were invited to share in the event by exhibiting a display promoting
our museum. Other exhibitors included the Royal British Legion, WWII
military vehicles, Duxford's Catalina display, A group from Station 117,
Kimbolton and trade stands.
The highlight of the event was an 8 minute display by Duxford's "Sally B"
Flying Fortress, a mere few minutes’ flying time from its base.

Martin Scripps



+eCal’x sCexGixe

1& JAGENRE IETAGEEES ijEei0ijeOx ijoxex AxelAd wxellilx ~xa A&0

~CcxBx IxAxGxeixg 4xAGhex A ijAii ¢4 Gox Adssiaal ccachétad Geeex
1jCEEx exAARS ijxéx ax|Ixe ex1ElIxex0q
1& Gex xIIxAG6 GCAG exAAiae Aéx aEhal AA0 ECe&icilIxil s0xa6taix0f GoxL
Aéx exGheax0 GE Gexée axkG €4 utad  Tecalx eGExG6x & Gexa EIAIXO
axkG G6& Geox tA0NIBONAIIE AAAX €A Gex ijAll 4 Gox Alsssaal sadsaleaa
liG&hexi

G pAecAAL ijx CAx A ~xAcEeAl +EAe0 TEAAxACeAGaA e Aal
AGChAO Exedcaaxi ijcé axlixe exGheaxOi , EAGaNiEA Gox GRAOIGEAS
Técalx ecexgexe Aéx EIATxO TL Gox 8AAxE €4 GCEéx ijce CAlx Txxd
achali

héexaGILE 46he ecexcoxe AOEea Gox T1EAOE ijicc A AOGIGEAAI E&x
AxKG GE A ECEGE G4 A Exesta saiGAL #86x0 A& A piei=i The IAGxe

AN W ==

1 ea whaOAL Rr6g @xIéhAeLk RERRE A EGEGE ¢4
A FSEGC +A Texij axAchexO &3 ~cx whaOAL
| ~tAxe 83 AR AdGeTix GiGixO ied Gox GeAdl G4
| whaaéiule weAeWEAZAIXO  10EAGEesk:

| ~cx EAExélé GeAllxi TEéexeEEadxa6 ijxa6 6&

; +hel wii 60ARA0E ASO XAUXECAA GE i6CH hE
, s | Gox CAREGE A SGe  ée @EeTx allxesd

e | . -‘) = > ~gx %86 EASG ATERG & ijA& GGAG Gox e~EAxEe

On the trail of Suffolk’s | hex0 Gox FSEGG Texij EGE6e A Gox AAia EAL

] A~z A 0/ AA T e
star-spangled aviators | citexAsiva -
Masters of the Air makes TV heroes of the US flyboys”. Sarah Baxter discovers where the real action unfokded ~(;X IexIJE GQAG Ca (BXG& SC|><€G < +e><e><|u><e/E
SR Eaa. X — | ijxéx EC&EA A 46CAG G4 +@F EFE6 Wohaaed ~gxL
ijxex Teéxij ahAlxeé FF3Re €4 Gox riess +w

| 6a A Awsica 66 hadlheat AxeAAAL: ~gxie
| ABEIAAX ijA& RRUFFSRr @,0 ésélukelwgAL
écececeéé

O E= | ~gxex ijxex F [exij AxATxee VI A30 F pe =i
s P AN, s FeSRE

i
1
i
4 TeuxGije Ascilixs TL el ~EEix



THE CONTRIBUTION OF AFRICAN
AMERICANS TO THE USAAF
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AIRMAN OF THE MONTH
JULY

IRA ELBERT PRITCHETT JR.
27 MAY 1924 — 19 JULY 1944

Ira was born in Houston, Texas and enlisted into the USAAF on 8 April 1943, He trained as a
Co-Pilot and was killed on his first mission from Station 153.

Ira’s first mission was No. 153 to Schweinfurt aboard plane 42-30642 ‘Geronimo’. At about
08:45 hrs, a/c 642 at 20,000 ft, near Aachen, peeled out of formation and dropped behind.
Pilot called over VHF saying No.1 engine was out and he was aborting. A/C fell behind and
was last seen going down at 5045N-0600E. No chutes were seen.

Ira is buried at the San Marcos Cemetery, Hays County, Texas He was 20.
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https://www.longshopmuseum.co.uk/






























https://www.staybehinds.com/

Claude Riches cont...

| made contact with them and started a conversation with Hugh
Frostick, who was down as the Suffolk and Essex researcher for CART.
| offered my assistance and we initially met and did a visit to meet
with the brother of Ivan Potter, who was in Copdock Patrol. We tied
this in to a visit to the OB that was in a wood in Belstead village. This
was only a mile from my house, and | couldn’t believe I’ve gone past
the location many times without knowing it was there.

On another date we did Ipswich 2 Patrol’s location together, which
was my grandfather’s patrol. After that, | kept the equipment to go
for it myself.

Over the coming months, | started to work my way up from the most
southerly Suffolk location and headed north. Firstly finding the
wood, then trying to work out the possible owner. | have no qualms
about door knocking if it helps to find the owner. | have managed to
do this at points while I’'m working nearby. As of this writing, I’'ve now
visited 20 OB locations, Suffolk Group No 5 headquarters, Mill House,
the Masonic Hall in Framlingham, and the possible scout OB in the
grounds of Foxburrow Nature Reserve.

Although the lottery funded project has officially ended, | have
continued to look for the locations and I’'ve scouted a few sites out
for creating virtual tours in future.

Gareath Evans

The information on Ipswich Patrol 2 that Gareath has gathered for
CART can be found at
https.//www.staybehinds.com/patrol/ipswich-2-patrol

Take a look at the VIRTUAL TOUR of PAM produced by CART with
Lottery Funds as mentioned in Gareath’s article above.

Read more about Gareath’s research work in Suffolk for CART in our
next newsletter.


https://www.staybehinds.com/patrol/ipswich-2-patrol
https://www.parhamairfieldmuseum.co.uk/news/360-degree-tour/

The British Resistance
Organisation Museum

Interested in Churchill’s ‘Secret Army’?

September 6th, 2025
Auxiliary Units Open Day
National Trust Coleshill Estate
‘top-secret training headquarters for the

British Resistance, or Auxiliary Units’
Wiltshire, SN6 7PT

Parham BRO Museum will have
representation at the event

Children from Morland Primary School in Ipswich tour the
replica Operational Base (OB) at Parham BRO museum.


https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/oxfordshire-buckinghamshire-berkshire/buscot-and-coleshill-estates/history-of-the-buscot-and-coleshill-estates

Behind the Scenes

2025 will be an
exciting year.
Watch for news
of the new
Charlie Cairnes
Building.
And of a special
acquisition--our

Above: Demolishing the old watch cover photois a
office and rebuilding it to be ready for clue.
April 2025 opening. :
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Work at PAM never stops! Our volunteers, who call themselves ‘The Old
n’ Colds’ (the latter due to the museum temperature in winter), work
outdoors and indoors, maintaining and creating displays, archiving
donated items, knocking down and rebuilding, repairing and
decorating...and having much needed tea breaks!



Sunday April 6
2025

we reopen for the
season and will be
open every
Sunday and on
Bank Holiday
Mondays until the
last Sunday in
| October.
e ot sewe prepare siois o DUFING June, July,
the new visitor season. S August, e
AR e e - will also be open

IP13 9AF
Our What3Words address is: on Wed nQSdays’

///scanner.baseless.mimic

Please watch our
Look for our brown .
Tourist Information signs WebSIte’ Facebook and
from the A12 Google for further

www.parhamairfieldmuseum.co.uk details.



http://ww.parhamairfieldmuseum.co.uk/

Fabulous Feedback

"Dear Peter; it was very good to meet you yesterday. Thank you so
much to you and Gerry for your welcome and introduction to the
museum. Please extend our thanks to all your volunteers for all their
hard work and the way they have such interesting insights into the
museum and all the history.
The museum was so full of memories and items, such a beautiful place
of honour for all those who served there.
We are so grateful for all the sacrifices made to allow us to live in
freedom today.

Very best wishes, Jenny"

Follow us on Facebook for regular updates and to
connect with other supporters.

({ MUS »,
\\\ : S//

A~
Lo\

We would welcome your contributions
to our Spring 2025 edition of the
newsletter.

Please email your articles, questions for

ASSOCIATION FOR other readers, letters or photos for

S U F FO L K inclusion by 31st March.

We would love to hear from you.

MUSEUMS Lyt i

Association of
Independent
Museums

Help: ng Heritage
2
Organisations Prosper



https://facebook.com/groups/499467400084985

