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Peter Senior 

Welcome to our newsletter, which gives an overview for
2024. Please accept our sincere apologies for the time that
has elapsed since our last issue. This edition has been
edited by Ann Willis, who kindly offered to help.
 
You will see that despite the extended silence, we have
been very busy!

The 2024 season was a very good one. More than 5,000
visitors came to see our exhibitions, including 812 children.
Some of these were with the youth organisations and 9
different local schools that visited. We also had several
visits from direct descendants of those who served at
Framlingham in the 390th, which can be very moving
experiences. Our archivist is often able to find some
information about their relative which they have not seen. A
very special visitor was TSgt. Charles "Chuck" Richardson,
veteran and author of 35 Missions to Hell and Back. 

We also provide talks to various organisations, and were
privileged to be invited to address the service men and
women of 493rd Fighter Squadron at RAF Lakenheath,
together with their families, as part of D Day
commemorations. We were asked to draw the links between
the mission of defending freedom in 1944 and now.

We continue to give free entry to visitors and rely entirely
on the generous donations of our supporters.

This winter our working group has again been busy. We have
demolished the replica Watch Office on the tower roof, built
in the late 1970s and past its useful life. A new one is being
created and should be finished when we open again on 6
April. We also continue to improve our displays. Another
new building and a major acquisition are planned, with
funding in place.

Watch this space!

NEW 
FLYING CONTROL

INSTRUMENT
DISPLAY
IN 2024

FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF OUR TRUSTEES



In early June 2024, a cruise ship tour
organised by the National Museum of WWII
in New Orleans for the 80th anniversary of D
Day brought several special visitors to
Parham. We were privileged to be one of only
two smaller East Anglian airfield museums on
their itinerary before they sailed on to
Normandy to participate in the 80-year
Commemoration of D Day.

Included amongst the VIP visitors was a
390th veteran, TSgt. Charles “Chuck”
Richardson, (2 images right) author of the
book 35 Missions to Hell and Back. It was
Chuck’s first visit back. Though he arrived
in a wheelchair, Chuck got up out of it
several times, such was his enthusiasm,
especially as he toured the photo gallery
in the Moller Corridor and started
recognising people and sharing anecdotes
about them. 

Another special visitor on the anniversary
tour was Dr. John Chupinsky (bottom
right), who as a US Army officer landed in
Normandy a few days after D Day. 

Both men signed the Veterans’ Wall in the
museum chapel.

VERY IMPORTANT VISITORS



Visit of Jim Merriott and family
On April 1st, our first open day of the 2024
season, we were delighted to host a visit by Jim
Merriott and family.  Jim is a local artist and
author and has been painting since 1973.  His
work includes watercolours and sketches of
scenes from all over Britain and Europe. More
recently, he has been painting wartime images of
aircraft and East Anglian airfields including
Framlingham Stn. 153.  In addition to painting,
Jim has also published several books, including
his autobiography.  

During his visit, Jim kindly donated to the
museum three paintings of B17s from the 390th
BG and some copies of his books, Watercolour
inspirations-Suffolk Summer 2015 and Reach for
the Sky.  We are having the pictures framed and  
they will be on display very soon.  Some of Jim’s
books are now available to be purchased from
our shop. 
Jim’s connection with the 390th is that as a little
boy he has clear memories of accompanying his
father in a lorry delivering concrete to the airbase
construction sites, one of which was
Framlingham!

2024
VISITS

On 21st April, we had an
unexpected visit from the
Ott family, above. Gail and
Julie are the daughter and
grand-daughter of Lt. Calvin
E Straney, Missing in Action
over Dusseldorf on 9th
September 1944. 

Gail was only 10 months old
and never knew her father.
They stayed all day and were
very interested in all aspects
of PAM.

Relatives of Lt
Calvin E Straney



2024 VISITS

GILCREST: MaryAnn and Kathleen, above, daughters of John Gilcrest -
Pilot - 32 missions between 20 Jan 45 and 7 May 45. 28 combat
missions and 4 chowhound (dropping food to the Dutch). 

SWINIUCHOWSKI: visiting with Linda Churchman in June, relatives of
Walter Swiniuchowski - Ball Turret Gunner. KIA 10 October 1943 on
his 14th mission.



2024 VISITS
CARUSO: PAM archivist Jennie showed
visitor Paul Caruso around the
chapel/cinema building in July. His
father, Paul J Caruso - Bombardier -
completed 22 missions between 8 May
44 and 16 Aug 44.

ALEXANDER: Bob Alexander,
son of Hayes Alexander,  
visited in August. Herbert H
Alexander - Bombardier -
completed 25 missions
between 23 Sept 43 and 13
Feb 44. 

HIGHTOWER: Terry Crump, nephew of Ike Hightower, visited in October.
Hightower was co-pilot of the pathfinder plane that was shot down by a
German Messerschmidt as it was about to land at Parham. It crashed at
Great Glemham on the Earl of Cranbrook’s estate on the night of 11-12
April 1944 (below). Of the 12 persons on board 3 were killed. Several
others were badly injured. The plane originated from the 96th BG.  



Written By: Eric M. Metcalf 

‘A constant fear hung over our
heads. The Luftwaffe (German Air
Force) oversaw the camp and most
of the guards were young men. They
bitterly hated us and constantly
reminded us of the fact, by calling
us swine and making signs as to
cutting our throats.’ 

A POW STORY 
Memoirs of T/SGT Ralph S. Metcalf 

Eric Metcalf and his wife visited early
November. His grandfather, T/Sgt
Ralph S Metcalf of the 390th,  -
completed 16 missions as a ball turret
and waist gunner. Taken prisoner on 27
May 44. Photograph and quote here
taken from front cover of his memoirs. 

2024 VISITS

MAYS: Mark and Lori Mays with daughter Amanda visited in
September. Mark’s father William M Mays was a waist gunner.
Completed his full quota of 25 missions between 12 Aug 43 and 13
Dec 43.  Stayed on at Stn 153 as a trainer.



MURPHY: Son and grandsons (pictured in October with Peter
Kindred) of Edward C Murphy - Radio operator. He completed a full
tour of 35 missions from 23 May 44 to 03 Sept 44. 

2024 VISITS

OVADAL: In August, the Ovadal family visited. Their relative, John
J Ovadal- Tail Gunner. Taken POW on his 11th mission on 29 Jan
44. He was born on 8 Mar 1924 so was only 19 when captured.

Thank you to all who visited in 2024!



Linking with Lakenheath 

On 7th June we were invited by 493rd Fighter Squadron to RAF
Lakenheath.  The aim was to share with the young airmen and their
families the link between their role in defending freedom and the
sacrifices of the wartime generation 80 years ago.  We set up a
display of photos and artefacts and were given a tour of the base.  
The 493rd flew P47 Thunderbolts in World War Two and are now
equipped with the F35, fifth generation stealth fighter.  The 48th
Fighter Wing also have F15s at the base.

Peter Senior gave a short presentation, aided by reference to
“Stars and Stripes” for 7th June 1944.  A Spitfire and P51 Mustang
had flown in for the event.





Above, children from
Wickham Market Primary
School enjoyed learning more
local history. 

Left, Morland Primary
students from Ipswich also
experienced a traditional
Punch & Judy Show.

EDUCATING THE 
NEXT GENERATION 

An important part of our mission
is to make history relatable for
young people, to enable them to
touch and feel the past and make
a connection with it: what it’s like
to wear a tin hat or heavy uniform
or to hold an old telephone to
their ear.
Visiting primary school children
are also often treated to a  WWII
era entertainment: a traditional
Punch & Judy Show. Puppet
performances are  offered free to
PAM by volunteer and retired
scout leader Pat Plant.
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On 25th May, the 398th Bomb Group, based at Nuthampstead in
Hertfordshire, commemorated the 80th anniversary of their arrival at
the base. A service of thanksgiving was held before descendants and
visitors. 
PAM were invited to share in the event by exhibiting a display promoting
our museum. Other exhibitors included the Royal British Legion, WWII
military vehicles, Duxford's Catalina display, A group from Station 117,
Kimbolton and trade stands.
The highlight of the event was an 8 minute display by Duxford's "Sally B"
Flying Fortress, a mere few minutes’ flying time from its base.

Martin Scripps

ŚŒĢç ăăêĲ×ėěÀėĹ ĉá Ģç×
ŕśŚĢç +ĉĂÌ AėĉħĔ
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THE CONTRIBUTION OF AFRICAN
AMERICANS TO THE USAAF 
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Xĉĉùêăâ üêù× À ėħâÌĹ Ģ×ÀĂ êă Ģç× ç×ÀĲĹǢ ĳçêĢ×Ǣ ĢħėĢü× ă×Íù ěĳ×ÀĢ×ėě
ĔėĉĲêÓ×Ó ÌĹ Ģç× ė×ěÍħ× ĔÀėĢĹǢ Ģç× Íė×ĳ ė×Ģħėă×Ó Ģĉ Ģç×êė ěĢÀĢêĉă êă
6ăâüÀăÓ ĢĉÓÀĹ êăĢ×ăĢ ĉă ĉă× Ģçêăâǡ ǡ ǡ ǡǡ ǡ ǡĢç× ÍçėêěĢ×ăêăâ ĉá ǿ+üĉĉÓǢ
AħĢě ÀăÓ sħěĢ IIǡȀ
ǿeħė ěçêĔ çÀÓ ĳçÀĢ êĢ ĢÀù×ě ÀăÓ I çĉĔ× ĳ× ĔėĉĲ×Ó ĳĉėĢçĹ ĉá ç×ėǢȀ XĢ
wă××Ó ěÀêÓǡ
Iă Ģç× ×ĔêÍ ěçħĢĢü× ėÀêÓ ĉá Ģç× 6êâçĢç êė @ĉėÍ× ĉă A×ėĂÀăĹȂě ĲêĢÀü
ÀêėÍėÀáĢ êăÓħěĢėê×ě ÀĢ s×â×ăěÌħėâǢ XĢ wă××ÓȂě Íė×ĳ âĉĢ Ģç×êė ÌĉĂÌě
ÀĳÀĹ ÀăÓ ÍüÀêĂ×Ó áĉħė _Àľê áêâçĢ×ėě Ì×áĉė× ěĔüÀěçêăâ êăĢĉ Ģç× ě×Àǡ





sĉâ×ė °êüěĉă ^×ĂĉėêÀü sħă
Aė×ÀĢ áėê×ăÓ ĉá Ģç× Ăħě×ħĂ ÀăÓ Ó×ÓêÍÀĢ×Ó ĲĉüħăĢ××ėǢ À ù××ă Ă×ĂÌ×ė ĉá
Ģç× p ^ ĳĉėùêăâ ĔÀėĢê×ěǢ sĉâ×ė °êüěĉăǢ ĳçĉ ĔÀěě×Ó ÀĳÀĹ êă ÀħĢħĂă
ŔŒŔŕǢ ĳÀě ė×Ă×ĂÌ×ė×Ó êă ŔŒŔŖ ĳêĢç À ^×ĂĉėêÀü sħă ĉá ĂêüêĢÀėĹ Ĳ×çêÍü×ěǡ

^×ĂĉėêÀü 2ÀĹ ŔŒŔŖ
ě ĉááêÍêÀü ¤V ė×Ĕė×ě×ăĢÀĢêĲ×ě ĉá Ģç× ŕśŒĢçǢ ĳ× üÀĹ À ĳė×ÀĢç ×Ĳ×ėĹ
Ă×ėêÍÀă ^×ĂĉėêÀü 2ÀĹ ÀĢ Ģç× ,ÀĂÌėêÓâ× Ă×ėêÍÀă ,×Ă×Ģ×ėĹ ÀăÓ

^×ĂĉėêÀü ă×Àė ^ÀÓêăâü×Ĺǡ











https://www.longshopmuseum.co.uk/




















https://www.staybehinds.com/


I made contact with them and started a conversation with Hugh
Frostick, who was down as the Suffolk and Essex researcher for CART.
I offered my assistance and we initially met and did a visit to meet
with the brother of Ivan Potter, who was in Copdock Patrol. We tied
this in to a visit to the OB that was in a wood in Belstead village. This
was only a mile from my house, and I couldn’t believe I’ve gone past
the location many times without knowing it was there. 

On another date we did Ipswich 2 Patrol’s location together, which
was my grandfather’s patrol. After that, I kept the equipment to go
for it myself. 

Over the coming months, I started to work my way up from the most
southerly Suffolk location and headed north. Firstly finding the
wood, then trying to work out the possible owner. I have no qualms
about door knocking if it helps to find the owner. I have managed to
do this at points while I’m working nearby. As of this writing, I’ve now
visited 20 OB locations, Suffolk Group No 5 headquarters, Mill House,
the Masonic Hall in Framlingham, and the possible scout OB in the
grounds of Foxburrow Nature Reserve.

Although the lottery funded project has officially ended, I have
continued to look for the locations and I’ve scouted a few sites out
for creating virtual tours in future. 

Gareath Evans 

Claude Riches cont...

The information on Ipswich Patrol 2 that Gareath has gathered for
CART can be found at

 https://www.staybehinds.com/patrol/ipswich-2-patrol

Take a look at the VIRTUAL TOUR of PAM produced by CART with
Lottery Funds as mentioned in Gareath’s article above.

Read more about Gareath’s research work in Suffolk for CART in our
next newsletter.

https://www.staybehinds.com/patrol/ipswich-2-patrol
https://www.parhamairfieldmuseum.co.uk/news/360-degree-tour/


Interested in Churchill’s ‘Secret Army’?

September 6th, 2025
Auxiliary Units Open Day 

 National Trust Coleshill Estate
‘top-secret training headquarters for the

British Resistance, or Auxiliary Units’
Wiltshire, SN6 7PT

Parham BRO Museum will have
representation at the event

Children from Morland Primary School in Ipswich tour the
replica Operational Base (OB) at Parham BRO museum. 

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/visit/oxfordshire-buckinghamshire-berkshire/buscot-and-coleshill-estates/history-of-the-buscot-and-coleshill-estates


Behind the Scenes

Work at PAM never stops! Our volunteers, who call themselves ‘The Old
‘n’ Colds’ (the latter due to the museum temperature in winter), work
outdoors and indoors, maintaining and creating displays, archiving
donated items, knocking down and rebuilding, repairing and
decorating...and having much needed tea breaks!

Above: Demolishing the old watch
office and rebuilding it to be ready for
April 2025 opening. 

2025 will be an
exciting year.

 Watch for news
of the new

Charlie Cairnes
Building.

And of a special
acquisition--our
cover photo is a

clue.



Sunday April 6
2025

we reopen for the
season and will be

open every
Sunday and on
Bank Holiday

Mondays until the
last Sunday in

October.
During June, July,

and August, we
will also be open
on Wednesdays.

PARHAM AIRFIELD MUSEUM
Parham Airfield

IP13 9AF
Our What3Words address is:
///scanner.baseless.mimic

Look for our brown
Tourist Information signs

from the A12

www.parhamairfieldmuseum.co.uk

Volunteer Gerry ‘getting to grips with a
male model’ as we prepare exhibits for

the new visitor season.

Please watch our
website, Facebook and

Google for further
details.

http://ww.parhamairfieldmuseum.co.uk/


 

We would welcome your contributions
to our Spring 2025 edition of the

newsletter. 
Please email your articles, questions for

other readers, letters or photos for
inclusion by 31st March. 

We would love to hear from you. 

Lydia Kindred

Follow us on Facebook for regular updates and to
connect with other supporters. 

For my research tracking down family members which really gives me a buzz 

 Fabulous Feedback 

"Dear Peter; it was very good to meet you yesterday. Thank you so
much to you and Gerry for your welcome and introduction to the
museum. Please extend our thanks to all your volunteers for all their
hard work and the way they have such interesting insights into the
museum and all the history.
The museum was so full of memories and items, such a beautiful place
of honour for all those who served there.
We are so grateful for all the sacrifices made to allow us to live in
freedom today.

Very best wishes, Jenny"

https://facebook.com/groups/499467400084985

